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Collaboration opportunity to harness top
algae strains for bioenergy
February 20, 2019

LOS ALAMOS, N.M., Feb. 20, 2019—Los Alamos National Laboratory and partners are
inviting the algae industry and academia to contribute to research to find the best algae
strains for biofuels and bioproducts and to reduce the cost of producing bioenergy from
algae feedstocks.

The U.S. Department of Energy Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
(Bioenergy Technologies Office) is sponsoring the project, called Development of
Integrated Screening, Cultivar Optimization and Verification Research (DISCOVR),
which is an interlaboratory consortium among Pacific Northwest National Laboratory,
Los Alamos National Laboratory, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, and
Sandia National Laboratories.

“The key cost driver for algae biofuels is productivity, which is directly tied to which
algae strain is chosen and how it’s cultivated,” said Taraka Dale, a scientist at Los
Alamos National Laboratory. “By collaborating with industry and academia, we aim to
bring together the best of the best strains and cultivation strategies to rapidly boost
productivity and reduce costs.”

DISCOVR has developed a standardized pipeline for evaluating promising strains
to produce cost-effective bioenergy and partners with the Arizona Center for Algae
Technology and Innovation at Arizona State University (AzCATI) to evaluate strains
and cultivation strategies outdoors. The goal of the Call for Collaboration is to solicit
algae strains, tools and techniques from the algae community to further boost algae
productivity. This call gives industry and academia an opportunity to partner with the
four national laboratories in DISCOVR, as well as AzCATI.

Proposals submitted to the Call for Collaboration will be reviewed on a rolling
basis. For more information, instructions and a proposal template, please email
discovr.algae@lanl.gov and/or visit the DISCOVR web page.
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